Machinery

Automatic hitch investment
boosts work rates and safety

Norfolk-based family contracting
business, AJ Shorten Ltd, specialises in
lime, manure, and fertiliser applications.

mounted spreader. Two identical
John Deere 6215R tractors with
3 B ~ frontloaders are used for loading
i ~ and spreading, and allow the
- | fatherand son team to work
8 ) = = simultaneously in different
v, - locations.

»

Obvious solution
Two years ago, the Shortens
invested in two Siwi.Combi Hitch
systems to improve their working
efficiency, and now James says that
he wouldn’t want to go back to
working without them.
Manufactured in Denmark,

: s 4 , : ‘ ol “‘% the Combi Hitch consists of a

S : S 45581 e front section which is mounted
A Norfolk spreading contractor who purchased two sets of Siwi Combi Hitches for his tractors to the tractor, and a rear section

and spreaders two years ago, says the investment has dramatically increased work rates and iy R
The hydraulic hoses, electric

improved safety. David Williams saw them in action. cables, the Isobus cable and the
PTO shaft connect and disconnect
Trading as AJ Shorten Ltd and work including ploughing and Self-loading automatically in just a few seconds
based at Catfield, near Great drilling are among the services Lime is applied through a 10t without the operator leaving the
Yarmouth, James and his son Ajay offered, but for most of the capacity Bredall trailed twin-disc tractor cab. The Combi Hitch can be
operate‘an agricultural contracting  year James and Ajay specialise spreader. Manure is spread using fitted or removed completely in just
business which has been trading in manure, lime, and fertiliser a Bunning 150 HBD 15t machine, 15 minutes, for the tractor to work
since it was set up by James’ father applications on farms in Norfolk and most of the granular fertiliser with conventional trailers or three-
Alan in the 1970s. General field and north Suffolk. is abplied through a Kuhn Axis continued over...

NEW SIWI Combi Hitch system for
fast, safe implement attachment
without leaving the tractor cab!

The Combi Hitch is able to connect:

Electrics - road lights, work lights and cameras.

Fluids - hydraulic services and air or oil brakes.

Electronics - control systems including ISObus.

PTO shafts - various configurations.

Improve your efficiency! Take coupling
time down from minutes to seconds and
reduce operator fatigue whilst increasing
output and profitability.

Scan the QR code to find
out more and see the
Combi hitch in action

Tel: 01423 324221 E mail: info@krm-Itd.co.uk
Find out more at ... www.krm-Itd.co.uk
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...from previous page less than five seconds, and James
point linkage mounted implements. has only to reverse the tractor up to
The Siwi hitch is imported and sold the coupling then activate the in-cab
by KRM Ltd, and available through all control box and 11 hydraulic hoses
dealers holding the KRM franchise. One  and five electric cables as well as the
set of tractor and trailed implement PTO shaft all connect automatically.
sections with a PTO connector costs “It's a very clever piece of kit,"he
approximately £21,000. continued. “With just one operator
using one tractor with the loader and
System change needed spreader, we achieve similar daily work
“We spread up to 40 loads of lime rates as if there were two operators
per day, and that used to mean plus an additional tractor for loading. . &8 T 2
80 times until we had the Siwi hitches/  more efficient and without having to tractors plus a Bunning manure spreader and KRM Bredall lime spreader.
explained James.“With wet or muddy repeatedly climb in and out of the cab
boots, that’s the situation when we all day there is less operator fatigue
are most likely to slip or fall, and after which means mistakes are less likely.
loading lime we bring dustinto thecab ~ We estimate thaton a good day the
and if we are spreading manure then hitches increase our productivity by
that is carried in on our boots. up to 20% and we feel less tired too."
“Attaching the PTO shaft is
often fiddly, and connecting and Pricey but worth it
disconnecting all the hoses and cables  James said that during their first two
is hard work when it has to be done years' use, the Siwi hitches have proved
so many times each day — especially extremely reliable and always couple
when everything is splashed with correctly.”We remain delighted with
mud. When we looked at what we the system and wouldn't be without
were doing, it was clearwe needed . the hitches now. They aren't cheap,
something different” but for our type of work they make a When the trailed spreader is unhitched during loading, the front section of the
huge difference, and there aren't many Combi Hitch remains on the tractor, and the rear section stays with the spreader.

Five seconds to connect things that we could invest in which When loading is finished, the loader tractor is reconnected to the spreader
including the hitch, PTO shaft, Isobus link, five electrical cables and 11 hydraulic

Hitching up.to e KRM B!'edall Wou'f’ prowd'e such leenshits Bolr hoses in less than five seconds, without the operator leaving the cab.
spreader using the Siwi hitch takes working efficiency in return.’FG

S Wright Raini

Aluminium Fittings & Parts

The perfect fit for = &g/
irrigation solutions (

Wright Rain UK 2018, a quality name, providing a ¢Q
quality product. We are ideally placed to serve our

dealers across the whole of the UK with our full range of f ‘ "
aluminium pipes, fittings and parts available from stock. Q«“ s
We specialise in agricultural and horticultural clear Crop e

irrigation and land dispersal of dirty water. m;
The Wright Rain range of aluminium pipes and fittings \

are known all over the UK for their superior quality and g

durability, and have become the industry standard for ! %

many applications. Their light weight, strength and ;
_fe.. L

corrosion resistance makes them ideally suited for

portable irrigation systems.
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Wright Rain UK 2°'® Bawiry Road, Tickhill, Doncaster DN11 9EX Contact John foryour |
local Wright Rain o (‘

Tel: +44 (0)1302 756000 et e ‘:




